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Bear distribution over the Alps 

Å Isolated population in     

central Alps 

Å No gentic flow with 

Dinaric population 

 

 

Source: Life Dinalp Bear project - 2019 



60 - 78 bears 

More than 50 

wolves 

  

(on 2.000 km2 of habitat) 

Trentino 2018 



1995-2002 

Reintroduction project (Life Ursus I and II) 

Since 1976 

Management of autochthonous population 

2002-today  

Management of the new population  

 
1976: first collar in Eurasia 

The bear management 



ÅAgency in charge: Aut. Province of Trento - 

Forest and wildlife dep. - Large Carnivore unit ï 

6 actions (2002)  

ÅTechnical tool: Action Plan PACOBACE  (2008) 

ÅRole of Ministry of Environment and National 

Wildlife Institute 

ÅOther important institutions: Natural provincial 

parks (2), Muse, Fondazione Edmund Mach, 

Trento University, Hunting association 

 

 

The administrative frame 



Personnel and costs 
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SFF 5 (4) 12 2 2 2

UDF 12 14 (17) 1

Staz Forestali 20 51 6 5

TOTALE (82*)  11,5

Around 300.000 euro/year of personnel costs 
Forest dep. rangers 

Gamewardens 

Parks tecnicians 

Volunteers 
Around 200.000 euro/year of live costs (mainly damages) 



Prevention of damages ï highlights: 

Å In Trentino prevention since 1976 

Å The 3 pillars of the prevention: shepherd, electric fences and LGD 

Å 1.616 fences (644.000 euro) distributed in 2005-2018; 55 dogs in 2015-2018  

Å Prevention works are provided within 60 days from request 

Å Fences life time: 8 years 

Å > 95% funding of the Provincia Autonoma di Trento, < 5% funding UE 

Å No real prevention for agricolture assets (i.e. crops, orchards, wineyards etc.) 

Å 10 districts with 10 (+10) people in charge 
 

 



Tools and rules  

for damage prevention  

FENCES 

60%  
COWS/HORSES/

DONKEYS 

FUNDING 90%  
BEEHIVES, SEHEEPS 

AND GOATS 

BEEHIVES, 

SEHEEPS AND 

GOATS 

LOAN  
 

LIVESTOCK GUARDING DOGS FUNDING 60 - 90%   

 

MOUNTAIN SHELTERS  

(RURAL DEVELOPMENT FUND) 

LOAN 
 



Prevention works 

Misure di prevenzione distribuite dal 1989 al 2017 a difesa dall'orso
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The limits: deficient maintenance, different shepherds attitude 



Tecnical details - beehives 

Å< 16 beehives = 50 m fence 

Å>15 < 40 beehives = 100 m fence 

Å> 40 < 101 beehives = 150 m fence 

Å> 100 < 201 beehives = 200 m fence 

Å> 200 beehives = 250 m fence 

ÅAt least 5 lines, 120 cm high, at least 0,7 joule ï 220V 

Å700 ï 900 euro of cost for an average fence (50 m) 

ÅProcedure: formal request then 60 days to get the 

answer (for both funding 90% or loan) 



Tecnical details ï sheeps and goats 

Å2 sqm per animal (average 3-6 days fence rotation) 

ÅAt least 6 lines, 120 cm high, at least 0,7 joule 

Å1100 euro of cost for an average fence (200-250 m) 

ÅProcedure: formal request then 60 days to get the 

answer (for both funding 90% or loan) 



Tecnical details ï bovine and equine 

Å5 sqm per animal (average 30-60 days fence rotation) 

ÅAt least 6 lines, 120 cm high, at least 0,7 joule 

Å1.000 euro of cost for an average fence (50-100 m) 

ÅProcedure: formal request then 60 days to get the answer 

(funding 60%) 



Tecnical details: LGD/other assets 

Å55 dogs (pups) delivered since 2015 on 32 farms 

ÅAverage cost 800 euro per dog 

ÅFunding 60% - 90% depending on the kind of livestock 

ÅVeterinarian support 

ÅSpecific signeposts in the field 

ÅMax two dogs per flock financed 

 

ÅOther assets: windows, doors 

 



Box to support shepherds 

11 years long project, 10 experts involved 

 

- 2017: 50 summer pastures managed (tot. 

13.000 heads) 

- 4 box placed  

- 3 attacks recorded 

- 4  heads preyed: 0,03 %. 


